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681 John McClure Family
John McClure was born in North Carolina 21
May 1801. He is believed to be the son of
Thomas McClure who resided in Union Co.
(See separate Thomas McClure story.) John
McClure married first Sarah [Allen]. A
marriage record has not been located for this
union, but it is estimated they married around
1821-22.
John and his family moved from North
Carolina to Georgia in the early 1840’s. He
owned lots or parts of lots 54, 37, 35 and 55
existing in Union Co. until incorporated into
Towns Co. at its formation.
This land involved John and his family in court
disputes that spanned nearly ten years.
Robert Erwin petitioned the court in 1866
stating he was the “original owner of a
bond…made and executed by John McClure,
principal, and George McClure, security,
made 24 January 1859 for the sum of
$535.95…said bond being due and unpaid
was destroyed by the North or otherwise
January 1, 1865.” The court ruled this bond to
be absolute in lieu of the original bond; John
filed an appeal in 1867. In February 1869
John McClure made application for exemption
to set apart as homestead, personal property
excluded from levy and sale for the sole use
of his family, lots #54 and #37; portions of
which had been sold to William McClure and
John McClure Jr. Other articles that were
claimed as exempt were hogs, cow, farming
tools, kraut stand and barrels, guinea
chickens and a clock and case.
John’s wife, Sarah, was deceased by this time
and he had married second Margaret Gribble
Clark (per Gribble family bible) between 18601865.
In 1870* John and Margaret sold personal
belongings and the above lots to William
Patton. By the fall of 1870 John and Margaret
resided in Colorado. The Sheriff seized the
parcels of land in 1877 and held a public sale

by which the land was “knocked off” to William
Patton for $30.00, who was assigned the right
title and interest of John McClure. John
McClure died in Colorado 11 September
1881.
John and his first wife, Sarah, had the
following children:
George W. married 27 Mar 1846 in Union Co.
to Talitha Cami Owenby. (2) James McClure,
whose birth date is recorded in the Gribble
family Bible as 10 June 1825. This James
has not been positively identified. (3) Rachel
Matilda married 29 January 1854 to John
William Gribble. (4) Joseph M. married 17
February 1861 to Mary M. (Crawford) Patton.
(5) William George married circa 1858 to
Sarah Jane Quaries. (6) Thomas William
married 6 September 1863 to Mary Ann
Elizabeth Quaries. (7) Mary Ann married in
Colorado to Charles Wayman (8) Sarah Jane
married 17 February 1861 to John Waldroup.
(9) John; believed to be John Alexander
married Martha Townsend. (10) Isabelle (11)
Julia married 17 December 1868 ? to George
Washington Gribble (12) Matilda Elizabeth
married 15 December 1868 William
Woodward Patton.
John and Margaret McClure had two children.
Adeline and Charles.
Submitted by Joanne C. Black 7072-47th
Avenue West, Mukilteo, WA 98275.
References: Union and Town Co. court and
vital records, land records, and US federal
census records.

*This is when they moved to Colorado
*Gribble was not John’s second wife’s name per
Joanne this is not correct information

